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necessary action” against Gaddafi and his blood-thirsty forces
who had turned fire on their own citizens.

Reactions in the Arab world to this interference by “global
bully” US and its NATO partners have been less than enthusi-
astic and with good reason: Popular blogs and opinion points

“Do you agree with India’s opposition to the air
strikes”?
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to the dichotomy of the Western stance, when it moralistically
proclaims to be trying to “save democracy’, because, contrary
to this stance, America has supported autocrats and dictators
in other countries like Bahrain. In Bahrain, as the rulers called

in the might of Saudi Arabia’s forces to crush rebels, the West
treated them with kid gloves.

Other analysts point out the unrealistic nature of America’s
Libyan misadventures. Already beleaguered by two wars, in
Iraq and Afghanistan, and not quite successfully, the US will
naturally not like to open up a third front by sending in ground
forces thought necessary in any case to really quell Gaddafi’s
forces. So what the airstrikes really amount to is ineffectual,
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hypocritical posturing. In the end, the bombing on Libya may
be less to save democracy than to save Western interests in oil.
In fact, some analysts point out that even India’s reaction in
condemning these is guided less by moral righteousness, more
by its own oil concerns.

India’s national interests in Libya are essentially economic in
nature with about 18,000 Indians working in that country,
contributing to the foreign exchange kitty. Indian companies,
especially in the hydrocarbon, power, construction and IT sec-
tor, have several ongoing projects in Libya. Besides, Indian oil
majors Indian Oil, Oil India and ONGC Videsh are increasing-
ly involving themselves with the Libyan hydrocarbon sector.

Will the West be able to oust Muammar Gaddafi?
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Over the past three decades, Indian companies have executed
several projects there. These included building hospitals, hous-
es, schools, roads, power plants, airports, dams, transmission
lines etc. Thus India needs a friendly regime in Tripoli, as do
other emerging powers like China. Hence, the denouncing of
the UN-mandated intervention.

But what do people in India feel about the airstrikes against
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Libya and India’s stance on these? A recent CVOTER survey
found that out, questioning people across 21 states on the is-

“Do you expect Libya to slide into even greater
chaos if Col Gaddafi is ousted”?
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sue. The answers should please Indian foreign policy manda-
rins since domestic opinion seems to be firmly behind them.
About two thirds of those polled (66.6 per cent) denounced the
air strikes on Libya by US-led forces and an overwhelming 73.5
per cent supported India’s stance in condemning these.

People also rightly identified the cause of the Western interven-
tion in Libya. About half the people surveyed (48.9 per cent)
felt that the US and European forces had attacked Libya be-
cause of their interest in having some control over Libyan oil.
An outright majority of more than 54 per cent also felt that

How do you see the US led air strikes on Libya?
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external powers had no right to interfere in Libya however bad
the situation got there. This opinion of the Indian public is in
sharp contrast to that of some in the US that NATO has the
right to act like a schoolteacher and “correct” unruly orders.

However the Indian public seemed convinced that the US-led
forces will be able to oust Gadaffi from Libya perhaps as a re-
action to the situation in Iraq, even if America itself believes
that the war there was less than successful. Finally, since one
doesn’t really know the nature of the rebel forces in Libya or
even the identity of the leaders there, what will happen to the
country once Gaddafi goes is a grey area. The Indian public
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reflected this state of mind when asked whether they thought
Libya would slide into chaos if Gaddafi went. Opinion was split

on the issue with almost an equal percentage (40 plus per cent
each) replying in the affirmative and negative. That is one ques-

tion we will have to wait to see resolved.

“US and its allies have no right to attack Libya,
however bad the situation gets there”. Do you
agree with this statement?
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Are we prepared for another tsunami?

How prepared is India to handle an emergency such as the one engendered by the
Japanese tsunami? And are our nuclear facilities safe? A CVOTER survey asked
the people whether they have faith in India’s disaster preparedness

ne of the biggest differences between the tsunami that
O struck Japan recently and the devastating one in 2004,

which affected large parts of the Indian coast, Bang-
ladesh, Thailand and Indonesia, is the death count. While both
earthquakes that triggered off the two terrible calamities meas-
ured around 9 on the richter scale, proving to be some of the
strongest quakes to have rocked the planet, in Japan, far fewer
people lost their lives in the ensuing chain of tragic events than
those in India and neighbouring countries in 2004, when, as
many as 2 lakh 30 thousand people had lost their lives after hu-
mungous walls of water came crashing down on them, wiping
away all traces of being.

The basic cause for the difference in numbers is the level of
preparedness. In Japan, a country lying in one of the most geo-
logically volatile regions of the world, systems were in place
to sound warning sirens once the earthquake struck under the
sea. Most houses and farms had flood walls and people in the
coastal areas had been trained to get into the emergency mode

How worried are you that the nuclear meltdown in
Japan could also have an effect on India and other
parts of the world?
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once the tsunami warnings went off. The time taken for a tsu-
nami to strike costal areas post an earthquake is very little an
estimated 10 minutes, before walls of water rise and strike. In
India, as we saw earlier, no warnings were in place and people
were thus caught unawares, resulting in the huge number of

casualties.

Of course, more than the tsunami itself, in Japan, the danger
continues to be from radioactivity, unleashed after some nu-
clear power plants in the affected areas were impacted. A na-
tion with scanty natural resources, Japan relies heavily on nu-
clear power. And as fate would have it, the powerful earthquake

National representative sample of 1173 randomly
selected respondents by CATI across 21 states
in India during 17th,18th & 21st March 2011.
Data weighted to known census profile. Margin of
error +\-3% at national level.

and the resulting tsunami resulted in damage to some of these
nuclear plants. Problems with cooling three reactors at Fuku-

shima Daiichi meant that radioactive steam and explosions
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threatened not just the immediate environment but larger ar-
eas beyond. The plants were built with safeguards and with the
knowledge that they would be operating in a seismically active
zone. Yet, safeguards proved inadequate as Japan battled dead-
lines to prevent the core of a plant from meltdown.

Safely shutting down a nuclear power plant is not simple, for

Do you think India’s nuclear facilities are safe?
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one. Stopping the chain reaction that keeps fission going the
process that produces energy is just the first step. But even after
that, the core of a reactor is still hot and radioactive processes
continue in the nuclear fuel, which too produce heat. The plant
at Fukushima Daiichi relied on pumps powered by electricity
to keep cooling water circulating. Friday’s quake and tsunami
knocked out electric supply and generators kept for such con-
tingencies could not be used because of the damage caused by

the tsunami. The lack of cooling led Japan and the world to the
brink of a nuclear crisis something that no one had contended
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for; least of all the nation that has already faced a nuclear holo-
caust.
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Radiocativity has now been found in some foodstuffs originat-
ing from the region and many countries, including India, have
banned imports. The economic fallout of the tsunami is huge to
say the least and portends tough times for a country already be-
leaguered by a slowdown. But in the aftermath of the calamity,
what really needs to be asked, especially in the Indian context,
is whether we are prepared to face a similar situation and what
are the safeguards in place to prevent a horrible tragedy from
occurring should nature overtake us like it did in Japan.

Anchor

Of immediate concern are India’s own nuclear power plants,
some of which are located in seismically active zones or on the
coast. India has been aspiring to be a producer of nuclear en-
ergy to meet its energy needs as envisaged by the signing of the
nuclear pact with the US. But in the wake of the Japanese crisis,
question marks were put on the need to go nuclear, and rightly
so. For the time being, the prime minister has ordered a total
audit of the security checks and balances at each of the plants
within the country and according to our top scientists, we don’t
really need to worry our own plants are up to the scratch.
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We can take these assurances at face value. But we will not real-
ly know for sure till faced with testing times. Meanwhile, what
do the people at large feel about India’s state of preparedness
to deal with similar crisis? A recent CVOTER survey across 21
states found the masses to have touching faith in the safeguards
in place across India’s nuclear facilities.

How prepared is India for a tsunami or earthquake
of the kind that hit Japan recently?
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A majority of 51 per cent of the respondents felt that they were
satisfied with the security features at these plants and that they
were not worried about the fallout of any calamity here. Fur-
ther, a majority of more than 60 per cent people felt that In-

dia was prepared to handle a crisis engendered by a tsunami
or earthquake of the kind that struck recently. On being asked
whether they thought that we had learnt our lesson from 2004
and were better prepared to cope, an overwhelming number
of 76.4 per cent of the respondents replied in the affirmative
even though some reports suggest that all may not be well and
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many of the buoys used for warnings have been damaged or
stolen by fishing boats. Finally, to the question of how worried
they were that India and the world could be threatened with

nuclear radioactivity after the crisis in Japan, there seemed to
be a somewhat mixed response. Though a majority of 44.6 per
cent said that they were not worried “much” and a urther 10
per cent said that they were not “at all” worried, as many as 34.8
per cent said that they were “very worried”. How long term will

Do you think we learnt our lessons from the 2004
tsunami and are better prepared?
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be the ill effects of this calamity is something that we will have
to wait and watch.
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